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Appendix F. ISWS Aquifer Code System 
 
The ISWS characterizes the source interval of a well with a four-character aquifer 

code denoting the uppermost and lowermost stratigraphic unit to which the well is open 
(Table F-1). The first two digits of the code represent the uppermost stratigraphic unit 
open to the well, and the last two digits represent the lowest unit open to the well. For 
example, a well that is open to all units from the Galena Group (63) downward to the 
bottom of the Galesville Sandstone (87)—the source interval common to many wells 
open to the Cambrian and Ordovician aquifers of northern Illinois—is assigned the 
aquifer code 6387. A well that is open to the Silurian dolomite, and no other stratigraphic 
units, is assigned the aquifer code 5656. Since it is uncommon for the source interval of a 
well to be known in great lithostratigraphic detail, many assigned aquifer codes make use 
of two-character strings denoting unspecified lithostratigraphic units within a larger, 
more general unit. For example, a well that is open to a Quaternary sand-and-gravel 
aquifer in an unspecified stratigraphic unit is assigned the aquifer code 0101. A well that 
is open to an interval from the Silurian downward through an unspecified unit in the 
Champlainian Series is assigned the aquifer code 5660. 
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