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Figure 4. Expected average precipitation for all sites, expressed as percent of normal (1971-
2000), for selected drought durations and return periods.

Drought
Duration

25-year return
period

50-year return
period

100-year return
period

200-year return
period

12-month 59% 53% 48% 44%

18-month 67% 60% 55% 51%

24-month 73% 65% 60% 56%

36-month 78% 71% 66% 62%

48-month 82% 75% 70% 66%

60-month 85% 78% 73% 69%
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